
Sermon Series:  Faith That Works 

PV Household Worship 
February 26 – March 3, 2018 

 Daily Memory Verse:   
James 3:8 But no human being can tame the tongue.  It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

 Song:  Jesus Shall Reign Where’er The Sun 
 

Monday, February 26, “Bumper car tongues.” Read James 3:1-12 
Have you ever been to an amusement park? There is a ride at many amusement parks called the 
bumper cars. This popular ride allows people to drive recklessly for a few minutes, bumping 
deliberately but harmlessly into other people’s cars and enjoying every minute of it. Some 
people have a bumper-car mentality in the way they use their tongues. Using strong and blunt 
words, they deliberately slam into others’ feelings, which is anything but harmless. Solomon 
wrote, “He who restrains his lips is wise” (Proverbs 10:19). And today we read James' words, “No 
man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8). With the same 
tongue we bless our God who created us, but we also curse those whom He has created (v.9). To 
tame our tongues, we need God’s power. In Romans 6:13, Paul said that we need to make a 
choice—to present the parts of our body “as instruments of righteousness to God,” not “as 
instruments of unrighteousness to sin.” Today and every day, choose to present your body—
including your unruly tongue—as a living sacrifice to God to be used by Him as an instrument of 
blessing.   

 What are some examples of an untamed tongue? (For example, gossip, boasting, hurtful 
speech, lies. Read Proverbs 12:18-19, 13:3, 16:27, 17:7, 18:8, 25:18, Matthew 7:15).  

 There’s an old saying, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words can never hurt me.” 
Is this true? How does James 3 affect your answer? (give specifics) 

Memory Verse James 3:8 
Prayer – Father, control my words today. Help me to see that it is impossible to control my 
tongue in my own strength, and to rely on Your Spirit to direct my heart and my words. 
 
Tuesday, February 27, “To rule your tongue, let Christ rule in your heart.”  Read James 3:1-12 
From ball python snakes to Vietnamese pot-bellied pigs to Siberian foxes, humans take great 
pride in attempting to tame wild animals. We watch monkeys “act” in commercials and we train 
deer and squirrels to eat out of our hands. What is the craziest animal you've ever seen tamed? 
As today’s scripture verses put it, "Every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, 
is tamed and has been tamed by mankind." Did you know that the bible says there is something 
that no human can tame? Every one of us has trouble getting a little thing called the tongue 
under control. “No man can tame the tongue.” Why? Because while our words may be on the tip 
of our tongue, they originate from deep within us. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks” (Matt. 12:34). What's really in our hearts will eventually come out of our mouths. So the 
tongue can be used for both good and evil. If we cannot tame this unruly tongue of ours, it 
destined to be a daily problem for us, always speaking evil. Is there any hope for change? By 
God’s grace, yes! We are not left to our own devices. The Lord will “set a guard” over my mouth; 
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He will “keep watch over the door of my lips” (Ps. 141:3). He can tame the untamable. To rule 
your tongue, let Christ rule in your heart. 

 What practical advice would you give someone who wanted to control his tongue better? 
Does this advice apply to you too?  

 What positive words do your friends and acquaintances need to hear from you this week? 
How can you remember to say these things? 

Memory Verse James 3:8 
Prayer - Jesus, help me to consider my words today. May Your Spirit control my heart and my 
tongue. 
 
Wednesday, February 28, “Words can put out fires instead of starting them.”  Read James 3:1-12 

Back in the year 1966 on a normal September evening in the city of London, most people were 
sleeping when a small fire broke out in Thomas Farriner’s bakery on Pudding Lane. Soon the 
flames spread from house to house and much of the city was engulfed in the Great Fire of 1666. 
Over 70,000 people were left homeless by the blaze that leveled much of the city. So much 
destruction from such a small fire! Today's scripture reading warns us of another small but 
destructive fire. James was concerned about lives and relationships, not buildings, when he 
wrote, “The tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great 
forest is set on fire by a small spark.” Words can destroy, but they can also be constructive. 
Proverbs 16:24 reminds us, “Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to 
the bones.” The apostle Paul says, “Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with 
salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone” (Col. 4:6). As salt flavors our food, grace 
and the influence of the Holy Spirit can flavor our words for building up others. Our words can 
encourage people who are hurting, who want to grow in their faith, or who need to come to the 
Savior. Our words can put out fires instead of starting them. 

 How can the use of our words be like a fire?  

 Why are sins of speech often overlooked as not serious?  
Memory Verse James 3:8 
Prayer - Father, help me to be careful with my words understanding that once I speak them they 
cannot be taken back. 
 
Thursday, March 1, “Exercise your strongest muscle for good today!” Read James 3:1-12 
What do you think is the strongest muscle in your body? Some say it’s the tongue. James in his 
epistle seems to agree. For such a small muscle, the tongue sure seems like it can do a lot of 
damage. This active little muscular organ helps us eat, swallow, taste, and even begin digestion. 
It also has a tendency to assist us in saying things we shouldn’t. The tongue is guilty of flattery, 
cursing, lying, boasting, and harming others. And that’s just the short list. But here’s the good 
thing: It doesn’t have to be that way. When we are controlled by the Holy Spirit, our tongues can 
be turned to great good. We can speak of God’s righteousness (Ps. 35:28) and justice (37:30). 
We can speak truth (15:2), speak love (1 John 3:18), and confess sin (1 John 1:9). The writer of 
Proverbs 12:18 tells us of one of the best uses of the tongue: “The tongue of the wise brings 
healing.” Imagine how we could glorify the One who made our tongues when He helps us use it 
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to bring healing—not harm—to everyone we talk to. Give your muscles a work-out today. 
Especially that tongue muscle! Use it to "encourage one another and build each other up" - 1 
Thessalonians 5:11.  

 Read Proverbs 6:16-19. What does this say about the tongue? What are some of the sins 
associated with the tongue?  

 With our tongue we also have the power to bless. What are some of the redeeming ways we 
can use our tongues?  

Memory Verse James 3:8 
Prayer - Father, please guard each word we say so we reflect You and Your love. Help our 
tongues speak words of healing and not harm. 
 
Friday, March 2, “The one who controls the rudder steers the ship.”        Read James 3:1-12 
Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) was a military leader and emperor of France who conquered 
much of Europe in the early 19th century. His defeat in Russia 200 years ago was caused by the 
harsh Russian winter. One specific problem was that his horses were wearing summer 
horseshoes. When winter came, these horses died because they slipped on icy roads as they 
pulled the heavy supply wagons to the front. The failure of Napoleon’s horse driven supply 
chain cost his 400,000-strong army and eventually reduced his men to just 10,000. A small 
mistake with a huge disastrous result! James describes how a slip of one of the smallest parts 
of your body - your tongue - can do great damage. One wrong word can change the careers or 
destinies of people. So toxic is the tongue that James wrote, “No human being can tame the 
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.” The potential problem of our words has 
increased today as a careless text, email or a posting on a social media site can cause great 
harm. It quickly goes viral and can’t always be retracted. King David related the way we use our 
words as a way of showing respect to the Lord. He wrote, “I will teach you the fear of the Lord. . 
. . Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from telling lies” (Ps. 34:11, 13). He resolved, “I will 
watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin; I will put a muzzle on my mouth” (39:1). Lord, 
help us to do the same. One small use of our words can do great damage or great good. 

 Read Ephesians 4:25-32. What are Paul’s instructions regarding our speech? Is it possible to 
tame the tongue? How?  

 Do you have a story about “something you wished you had not said” that you can share?  
Memory Verse James 3:8 
Prayer – Father, help me to see how small my tongue is but how much damage it can cause. 
Redeem my words for Your glory. 
 
Saturday, March 3, Read James 3:13-18 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace 
to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we 
meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 
 


